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the l©c cabin and wbasried « the 
chimney top. Icy woo (ran the north Lashed 
against the rough walls md beat .it a mn 
drummer on the tmy window. 

Foot men aiitt round table, pl a yi ng 
cards. Taw cane was desultory. The players' 
hearts were ~ot :n it. T*lev were r-'\c_i j~ d 
appre h e ra jre. They «y*d e » ch other wnav 




The dealer i haada snook as be tmd to 
shuSe, He was sore oae of fast c 
w ;a a murder er . He hadn l the 
inkling which osc. Bat be bad no e~ 
killer int ende d to bah 08 the other three 
sod make away with the gold. The bDcr 
would ba*e plenty of time to knock off the 
■ ic tarns , co oped op at they were in this 
little cabin with the bUxaerd naaaang escape 
impoesibJc. 

The dealer was net alemc in has fears. A 
pall of terror seemed to he descending over 
the room. 

The cursed gold! That was it! It had 
turned a pleasure trip ante a "|* ' ~*~ 
Five men bad come Bp into the deep woods, 
high in the mountains, lor some hunting. 

When they 1°* mro their cabin they'd 
found a dead man. He bad been dead a long 
. It bad beest a shoe fang esmtriencr. 
1 they found the man's hat •* road- It 
t quite a tidy anas. ■ 

kxkr Scnkh bad said. "Goldr 
"We're ricfar* Johnson **H**erf- "Or at 
least we're rich 1J] we start to divvy h Bp 
fr»« waysr 

"Real gold! Let me touch rtV exclaimed 
Hiir^toxk. greedily- 

Barney and Fleer joined an the central 
cxultJtioo. 

Bef ore night fan. Barney was dead. 
As be stood net 300 feet from Ac cabin, 
a rifle shot had safer the bock of has bead. 
Unfortunately, no two of the other men 
were t o ge th er when it ha ppened. None bad 
an aflbt- All were suspect . They'd barely 
bad time to dig a shallow [rave for Barney 
when the blizzard struck. They were forced 
to aoak shettrr together in the c ab in, the 
innocent certain that one of their compan- 
ions seas a cold b looded murderer, bat h»v- 
sng no notion of which one it wast 

ad the table. The sodden action, the loud 




I startled you." ha said. "Truth is. 
Im past aa on edge as the rest of you. Or 
at least, as the rest «f you except one. 
Let's fata k. We're all ■-.-<-; the saaae 
thaw;. We're all tfamkinc that one at as 
shot down poor Barney in cold blood. 

"And three at M are thai king that the 
other one pants »e ret the rant af us. one 
by one. II the bhcrard keeps an, well be 
cooped up here three or foot days, aisibs 
a week. I say art's rgaeise to protact oer- 



. the 

~W«T| take tarns watch ing." su crested 
Johnson. "Two of oa wul watch while two 
of us sleep. Then well trade. That way the 
kukr won't have a chance to ret away wish 

They? I could never sleep T 



- natnmer- 



1 neither.' said Sanaa. 
"Than you two have the first 
Johnson declared. "How about f.. l~ 
sock* Should we grab some shut eye T 
Til try * responded Haasmcrlock. 
Johnson crawled into the upper of a 
eouUe-deck bunk. Hamenerkxk took the 
lower- S oon Johnson was snoring. Ha mm er- 
lock had to force himself to keep has eyes 
closed. 

■ PRESENTLY Fleer whispered to Smith. 

1 thank he's the oner He pointed at 
Johnson. 'Look at him sleeping. Not wee- 
ned about anything. Must be guilty T 

"Maybe." Smith was dubious. "Johnaon 
always was a cool one. He could sleep in 
a battlefield." 

"WefL I'm net taking any chances.** said 
Fhstr. He walked to the gun rack. 
"What are you doing;?"' asked Smith- 
Tea gtttaag say gun in case he (Fleer 
nodded toward Johnson) starts anything " 
"Then I'm getting eaine. too." sajd Smith, 
moving swiftly to the gun rack. "In case 
m w fbodf starts anything P* He said that 
latter with a s saa uung f o l look at Fleer- 

The two aaea sat for some time in silence, 
guns serosa their knees, nervously eyeing 
each ether and at the saaae 1' 
the two s l e eper s ta sight. 




r cried Smith. whacVtng down 

Fleer's gun. Bv* 1«» action was too U . 

The barrel wu limnd jost enough so ii t 

the tall fort* of is* bum caarght H»rr*r - 

lock to the dM m he st up m Us ft* r 
bunk. 

Fleer, now wildly esotrd. turned his | n 

i Smith, crying. "So you're tk« one ; a 



Bat Smith ws» the ouicker. Ht bU» d 
down Fleer at dent rany* 

S o m a tim e during the swift seconds 

ikillilfcaa, Johnson had leaped from bis be k 

to the pci rack. Ha haW las own rise too* r 

now as ha spoke to Smith. "Self-defene ' 

ha said. *1 saw it sILTbe guy was trier; ' 



a that 

had sat in. He tooksd down at tha 
Fleer, than ever at Hassmerfeck who 
dead in km bonk. 

Two more dead coea! Was one of t! 
tha nsarderer? Or was it one of the. tree 
Johnson or Scans? The oueraon eleetr 



rl 



I vt sleep 



is fnn 

said Johnson. "What was 

doing r - 

"You raised your arm 
... I think r 

Johnson was tbetagtatfadry silent for a mo- 
ment. Then ha said. -"Smith, an ksnocent 
jost got kiDed. kfeybe two k aao c csa 
Yon and X are not poakreety sure wa 
other, bat let's at host take 
agamet accidinri Lars have 
against either of us (mine, 
Let's chock aD tha rur-s into 

with alacrity. The door was 
the guns buried into tha ragmf 

I threw hat hoik afsinst the door 
1 fc in the face of tha bowline; 
' I leal barter." he said. 
E 1 don't think you 72 be abtc to 
i rae with your ban bands." HeJeugb- 
, but tsa laugh wasn't otcta nunhfuL 
' i sajkL -Yea. I foal batter, too. Yon 
won't ha able to shoot eae and yon wont 
be able to choke ..." He s to pped. His 
th fear. Instinctively" he 
backed against the wafl. The awful reslixa- 




door. yanked h open, alijpe-i through, slanv 

fTtpd i* h.:rtt : - ~ ^ w-_d.y zr.ZO 

the deep snow. Johnson leaped to the door, 
polled it open with his b»g hand, and yelled 
for Smith to co ma back. From somflvuurn* 
ka the wharhngi misty mow ra^to back tie 
hy ste ri ca l scream, "Ton*H never ret me. 
Killer! New! NeeexT 

Job na on shot the door againat the bhar. t 
wind. Deapitt his cabs exte rior, bis own 
nerves were eery much on edge. He was 
alone m a m o u ntai n cebt n with two d ea d 
men. Outside, in the death grip of the cold, 
was Smith. Smith sounded insane: erased 
with fear or erased with mur der? Johnson 



If Soitfa was the i 
r unnin g away was a trick, thought John- 
son. Maybe he'd try to sneak back m, armed 
with on* of the discarded guns. Jobnaon 
deoded to seek a hiding plans. His despers- 
uoa search yielded Mcnethang as last. A 
neatly hidden trap door m the cesBng. He 
opeaed it and crawled through. 

It was but a she Dow loft under the roof- 
As Johnson moved has flaahhgbt. a keg rat 
scurried for a bole near the eaves. Dust lay 
thick all around. Nobody had been up there 
far ■ long cane. Then the beans of fight fell 
on a rsfle. dusty and rusty, rymg wtth its 

"st ■rone wafl. 
Johnson crawled toward k. tkocixrg that 
wasa no sign of Ifi 1 ™" hand or moa- 
ns the tmck dust Only tany tracks 
rat or rats had moved back and forth. 
The gwa ftoai been fired within a fear 

flash. Johnson, figured eat what bad 
' The »:4 prospe ct or bad used tins 
loft for a loo ko ut t ow er . Ha kept the gun 




up be 

He died- Than today a rat must have ran 
across the trigger and eat off the old gun. 
Luckless Barney, standing on a rise net 
300 fact from the cabin, bad got tha full 
fare* of the blast fas the head. 

Barney had not been mur dered. His death 
had been^ pure accusant. Then Johnson 
thought of the other two men. dead in the 
room below, and of Smith, loot in the wbtrJ- 
iag white fury outside. They had been killed, 
not by accident, but by kasec 

JOHNSON climbed slowly down from 
** the mft. The wind was dying, the bha- 
sard wou^d be spent by morning. Ht krww. 
now. that he'd survive. And be had a bag 
of gold all to himself, but *Ai*ha m j 6m . 
didn't cheer him a bat. THE END 



